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Hello Everyone, It is time for Wing Ding in
Grapevine. I know that a few of our Indiana
members have made the trip to Texas. I hope
they all have a wonderful time. For those of
us, still in Indiana, I have some news. The
Fall officers meeting will be at the Brady Lane
Church of Christ 2701 Brady lane, Lafayette,
In. on October 21st Donuts and Coffee will be
available till 10 am. With the meeting starting at
10 am. We will break for lunch which will be provided by Chapter
K donations are welcome. At this Fall meeting, we will have many
new details, from the changes, that were announced just a month
ago. We hope to clarify and explain these changes by answering
any questions you have. The focus of the changes is to increase
communication between all members and the district and national
offices. Many things will not change and some will take a new
approach to aid communication to members across the district.
As the Clarion in Columbus has closed we have been searching
for a new venue for WR. After several months of visits and calls
we found a place which will have all we need. new site. This
is in Shipshewana, In. Some of our planned activities are still
being arranged to fit the new building. We are always looking for
venues for events and we are still looking for more places to hold
SWWU. Please forward any ideas and information you may have
available. We will consider it and get all the details we need.
We are proud to announce that Rick & Debbie Warmels
were selected as the Region D couple of the Year.
They will be the final Region couple for 2018.
Some new changes being made to the District Team (due to GWRRA
changes) will also be announced at the Officers meeting too.
Any chapter rides that you would like to share please send to Chuck
& Chris Jacobs. They are posting rides on the RE calendar.
Hope to see all of your there in Lafayette on October 21st.
Ride Safe Ride Long,
Ray & Melinda Faber In. District Director

The Region D & Indiana District Newsletter can be found at www.indianaonwings.org/newsletters.phtml

From the desk of the......

Ray & Melinda Faber

I am pleased to announce
That we have a sponsor for
GWRRA Indiana

Honda
Manufacturing
of
Indiana
You will see signs
Acknowledging
Their support all
Around at our events
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Hello from your Indiana Couple of the Year! Wait
a second, I need to update that……
Hello from your Indiana and REGION D Couple of the Year! That’s right,
Debbie and I participated in the final ever Region D couple selection and
who’da thunk we’d get selected! It was a fun time and we really enjoyed
spending time with the Michigan District Couple Tim and Pam Hanson.
We were treated really well at the combined Michigan/Region D
rally. Debbie and I got to ride around in a fancy golf cart (much to the
chagrin of an un-named Central Indiana ADD and NE IN Assistant
District Educator!) judging daytime and nighttime camps sites. We
also, as a first for us, were asked to judge the bike lighting and bike
show. That was really interesting and we loved seeing all the fancy
lights and marveled at the time spent in both lighting and cleaning.
Another perk for being selected as the Region D couple is we were
sooooooo busy judging and driving around, I didn’t get to sit in the
dunk tank! I was able to take enough time from my busy-busy day to
dunk Ray twice, but we were MUCH too busy to be the dunkees!
It really is a great honor for Debbie and I to represent our Chapter
(Johnny Appleseed Wings), Indiana District, and Region D as
the Couple of the Year. I know Region D is going away as of
1 January but the 2018 Couple of the Year selection at Wing
Ding will use the final Region couples as the participants.

Rick and Debbie
Warmels
2017
Indiana
District
Couple
of the
Year

As I write this, my mind is already on the road riding down to Grapevine.
Debbie and I are planning on being in Texas in time to support Gary
and Karen Ballou as they participate in the International selection
process. We hope to see a lot of IN District folks in the Lone Star State!
Until next time……
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This article is written, by necessity, prior to Wing Ding meetings
where we’re hoping to learn more details about ‘changes’ coming
to GWRRA. Many of us embrace the idea of change and realize
groups have a tendency to become very boring when things
continue to be done the same way over and over, in constant
repetition, and with everything always done ‘like we have always
done it’. The reality is things do change over time and doing
those things which might have been extremely effective in the
past often just don’t create the excitement like they once did.
Because something worked in the past doesn’t necessarily mean
it’s going to work today. Trying to do things differently is often
more about the need to do so rather than the desire to do so.
Karen and I joined GWRRA in 2002 and the previous Wing Ding at
Grapeview is one of the two we have missed since then. The other
was two years ago when my mother passed the week of the event at
Huntsville. We are now at the big event and it’s the two main reasons
for GWRRA that make us happy to be here. It’s about the ride to get
to the event and then the ride home and it’s about our friends from
many different states that we’ll be seeing again. So the thought of
the Association wanting to keep the riding and the socialization at
the heart of the program sounds like a winning situation to me.

Lonny & Karen
Hunter
Assistant
District
Directors

I want to thank everyone who helped put on and everyone who attended
the second Central Indiana Ride In on August 5th. That especially
goes to the members of IN-E. There were at least 128 people who
showed up. The day had a mixture of activities including a local cop
trying to answer some of our motorcycling questions, a couple of
purse auctions, door prizes, lunch, and a couple of short rides. Why
there was even free ice cream and cake served in the afternoon.
The highlight of the day though was, without doubt, the keynote
speaker. Officer Marty Dulworth shared the story of the experience
that changed his life five years ago when he was shot while responding
to a call. His K-9 Kilo was shot and killed during the incident. Marty’s
leg had to be amputated later as a result of the damage but he has
returned as an active, fulltime K-9 officer for the Anderson Police
Department. His story, told in detail that made everyone both laugh
and cry, is one no one will forget. Even more important, his story
should inspire all of us to continue pushing forward in our lives
even when giving up seems like the only logical thing to do.
The northern and southern Indiana ADDs have their local events
planned for Saturday, September 23rd. The hope is these day rideins will give members the opportunity to attend a GWRRA event closer
to home and without the added expense of overnight housing. It’s a
chance to ride, have fun, visit with friends and be back home the same
day. Please support your ADDs and other members who have worked
so hard to make these events special and well worth attending.
(Continued on next page)
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(Continued from previous page)
The coolness of the fall season may begin before the next newsletter
comes out. The beauty of the countryside in Indiana will begin
to change as crops are harvested, leaves begin to change, and
everything just begins to look different. What a great time to get
out on the bikes and take in the sights of what’s going on. Fall in
Indiana is certainly a beautiful time to ride and just enjoy the beauty.
This is also a time of the year when many of us start looking back
and thinking about the rides we have been on this year. Did we
ride as much as we really would have liked? Did we go interesting
places that were well worth the trip? Did everyone in our group
have the chance to take the kind of rides they enjoy, whether short
or long, day or overnight, tank to tank or with a lot of stopping?

Lonny & Karen
Hunter
Assistant
District
Directors

Such a review of the past year should give every member the chance
to think about how they would like to see their chapter change for the
better. That desire for change might mean they’d be willing to step up
and offer suggestions and leadership to help make it happen. We should
never forget our GWRRA leaders come from our members who simply
have the desire to step up and help to make things more interesting
and exciting. We encourage every chapter member to ask their self
where they might fit in to help their individual chapter function as well as
possible to give other members a good riding and social experience.

Indiana On Wings

Page 6

It’s late in August and I sit here writing the article for September.
We went to the Michigan / Region D Rally in Evart and had a good
time. We met some new friends and seen many old friends and
for the most part I believe all had a good time. The Thursday
night dinner ride was very nice with the route traveling through
the country side and the rain held off until we got back to the
Fairgrounds. The restaurant we ate at had a Thursday night
special on a ½ or full slab of ribs and believe me when I say you
only needed a ½ slab, “HUGE”. It is too bad that there will no
longer be a Region Rally but change is eminent and so it will be.
For those that ride in the northern part of the state our District
Ride In is coming up on Saturday September 23rd. Last year we
had great weather and we hope for the same this year but it will
happen even if it rains. I hope all have made plans to attend.
Wing Ding is here and is being held in Grapevine TX. This year,
we hope to see many of you there for a real good time.
OK, all get out and ride as much as you can because the year is
winding down and before you know it cold weather will be moving in.

Wolf & Connie
Gless
Assistant
District
Directors

Till next time ride often and ride safe.
Wolfgang & Connie
Northwest ADD
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Hello everyone,
Change—It can be challenging and exciting all at the same time!
There are going to be a few changes in the GWRRA
training world, but one thing is for sure. We are still going
to schedule and present modules and training sessions for
our membership. The major change is that after the first of
the year there will no longer be trainers at the region level.
This only means that the District Educator will report training
activities to Clara Boldt, the national training director. Until
then, Doug Kerst is now the Region D trainer, as Kathleen
Heibel is continuing with her work at the GW University.
So Doug is not wasting any time with training. He has scheduled
a training blitz for Ohio and it is open to all district members too.
The date is October 28 in Columbus Ohio and the approximate
time is 8:30-5:30. Even though the OCP module is in the midst
of a re-do, he will cover many of the areas that are not affected
by the recent changes. There will be a lot of info concerning
chapter level positions—excellent info for new officers as well as
a great refresher course for those who have been an officer for a
while. This is an excellent chance to garner a lot of information
and I encourage the ADD’s and Chapter Directors to help spread
the word on this. Please contact me soon if you are interested
in attending so we can get the spots reserved, as the class is
open for about 40 people and could fill up since it is open to
all the districts. Doug will be forwarding more info soon.

Harriet & Jay
Fansler
District
Leadership
Educator

One more training question—if any chapter directors, ADD’s
or members know of anyone interested in becoming a trainer
please let me know. Indiana District has a great history of
exceptional trainers and would welcome anyone who would
like to be included in a future ITCP training session.
Safe travels to all as we enjoy this great weather!
Harriet and Jay
Harrietfansler53@gmail.com
260-243-0701
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Saturday Blitz

Columbus Public Library
3980 S. Hamilton Rd. Groveport, Oh 43125
October 28th, 2017
8:30 am to 5 pm(???)
Please R.S.V.P to
bjones958@zoominternet.net
Lunch and Hotel information to Follow
Limit to 45 seats

Target Training, General, and Questions

WOW! Has August been busy! In talking to the various NE Chapters, they’ve
been putting on the miles this month going to places Debbie and I have been
writing down so we can put them on our own Chapter’s ride schedule.
Chapter U in Angola had their annual Hog Roast and it was a great success! The
delicious food was only topped by interacting with the great folks who attended.
It took me most of the ride home to dry off from the vicious squirt gun battles. At
least I beat Debbie this year in the rubber-chik’n-chunking contest. I couldn’t
have stood another year of hearing about her chick’n chunking expertise!
Debbie and I attended the combined Michigan and Region D rally and had
a fantastic time. There were a few Indiana folks who made the 3-5 hour
trip to Evart. You sure couldn’t tell Region D was going away as all the
Region Team were upbeat and having a great time. It was particularly
satisfying seeing Ray Faber and Lonny Hunter get absolutely drowned in
the Dunk Tank. That was some of the best money I spent all weekend!
As I write this, I’m just two days away from heading to Grapevine and what
should be a FANTASTIC Wing Ding. My trusty co-rider decided the 1300
mile trip (I have to get to Mississippi and Louisiana so I can color those
states in!) to Grapevine was a bit much so she is flying in to meet me at
the site. I am lucky enough to get to ride down with our District Educator,
Chuck Jacobs, which goes to show you how you make friends all over
GWRRA! We’ve got big plans for Wing Ding which include helping Region D
run the GWRRA Store, teaching an ARC course, visiting Waco, TX (Debbie’s
gotta see the Fixer Upper’s place), touring the Dr. Pepper museum, and
hanging out at the venue visiting historic Grapevine. I CAN’T WAIT!!!!!!

Rick and Debbie
Warmels
Assistant
District
Directors

Don’t forget, in about a month the combined Northern Chapters of Indiana are
having our second annual fall fest in Warsaw. This year’s gala is at Central
Park at Center Lake (same place as last year) on September 23. Festivities
start at 10:00 with a fun scavenger hunt (via 2, 3, or 4 wheels), a great meal,
fantastic fellowship, ending up with a ride lead by Howard Pletcher, web-master
extraordinaire! Look for the flyer on the District web page under Events.
Until next time……
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Happenings
Date

Sponsor

Event

Location

August 10-12

Michigan District &
Region D Rally

Michigan/Region D Rally
“1920’s Beach Party”

Osceola Co Fairgrounds
Evart, MI

August 29 September 2

National

Wing Ding 39

Grapevine, TX
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Your Indiana District Team

District Directors:
Ray & Melinda Faber
Indiana District Directors
(765) 307-0134 Ray
(765) 307-0661 Melinda
indd2016@yahoo.com

District Ride Educators:
Chuck & Chris Jacobs
(812) 825-8950
cjacobs@bluemarble.net

Treasurer:
Bob & Deb Caldwell
(260) 615-7092
bob.deb.gwrra@gmail.com

Asst. District Directors:
Wolfgang & Connie Gless
(269)476-2321
wolfconn70@gmail.com
Chapters: O2, F, U2

Asst. Ride Educators:
Mike & Joyce Nelson
(260)667-7418 Mike
(260)557-5240 Joyce
nelsonja@live.com

Couple Of The Year 2016
Rick & Debbie Warmels
(260) 238-4148
rwarmels@mchsi.com

Asst. District Directors:
Lonny & Karen Hunter
(765) 779-4187
mocpath@comcast.net
Chapters: A2, C, E, J, K, L2, T

Asst. Ride Educators:
Dennis & Debbie Juncker
(812)457-8486
ddjuncker@yahoo.com

Webmaster:
Howard Pletcher
(260) 255-9992
hrpletch@gmail.com

Asst. District Directors:
Pat & Gerda McKee
(317) 407-3197
patmckee2@yahoo.com
Chapters: D, M, O, Z

Membership Enhancement
Coordinators:
Jim & Wendy Bengert
(812) 479-9569
ninnybeng@aol.com

Communications & Special
Projects/Newsletter:
Killey & Dustin Shuck
(765) 490-0686
kshuck.goldwing@gmail.com

Asst. District Directors:
Rick & Debbie Warmels
(260) 238-4148
rwarmels@mchsi.com
Chapters: M2, T2, U, B2, D2, G

Couple of the Year
Coordinators:
Craig & Joanie Isenhower
(317) 696-8591
craigandjoanie2010@gmail.com

Public Relations:
Karen & Lonny Hunter
(765) 779-4187
mocpath@comcast.net

Asst. District Directors:
Ken & Jessica Hunter
(765) 987-8315
hunter.kenneth@comcast.net
Chapters: B, N2, G2, W, L

District Leadership
Harriett & Jay Fansler
(260)243-0701
har.jay@verizon.net

Entertainment Coordinators:
Mark & Dawn Reed
(219) 866-4386
dawnnmark@embarqmail.com

Goodies:
Duane Ewell
Kathy Bontrager
(260) 894-2026
kbontrager7701@hotmail.com

