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Here we are at the end of September and riding season is
drawing to a close. We had some good rides even though
many of the ―rides‖ were in a car due to weather.
I announced at the meeting that the Drakes had stepped
forward to become Assist Chapter Directors for Chapter F.
The process has started so congratulate them when you see
them.
The game night at Gary and Cathy Weaver’s was a good
time and a well-attended event.
The next event will be our ―Fall Party‖ at the Everest home
and it will be on October 27th at 5:00 PM. We will have a
chili cook off again this year so this will be a chance to show
off your Chili. We will once again have a people’s choice
vote. If you don’t want to cook Chili then fix a favorite dish
to share.
If you know of an event that might be of interest to the
chapter please let us know. We have found some interesting
places during these rides
There were some thoughts about having an event in December. Stay tuned for that.
I also brought up the possibility of a summer ride in for
2019. If we are going to do one we will need to be thinking
about how to organize it, decide where, and get the word out
to our other bike riding friends so they can attend. We may
even want to make it a fund raiser.
This winter will be a good time to think of things to do as
soon as the weather breaks in the spring. By thinking about
the summer activity maybe it will help to get through the
cold winter days.
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Be Safe
Ron and Bianca
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―Oh No‖ you say. Not another fall riding safety reminder. It seems like we get these every dang year!
Well you’d be right. We’ve spent the last several months enjoying long, mainly sunny days of summer riding and
there’s some safe riding techniques and strategies we need to adjust now that fall is upon us. It’s a lot better to
spend a few minutes read’n and think’n about fall riding than to be zipping around a corner and see a bunch of
corn spillage on the road and panic. This is not earth-shaking stuff but below is a compilation of some tips and
suggestions to keep in mind while enjoying the best time to ride (in my humble opinion). This would also be a
GREAT topic to discuss at your next Chapter gathering!
Leaves – While they’re beautiful to look at as they change colors, when they get on the road, wet or dry, they take
up a lot of our bike’s traction. Whether wet or dry, driving through stacks of leaves can reduce traction, making it
difficult to stop. A simple reduction of speed and awareness can make all the difference.
Deer Season - As crops are harvested, the area deer can forage is reduced and deer are being pushed into other
areas and, in many cases, closer to the road. The best defense is to stay aware, particularly while in rural areas.
Scan the roadway and just off of the shoulders and watch for deer crossings. Typically deer movement peaks at
dusk and dawn. Areas where crops or timber are relatively close to the road present the greatest challenge. These are ideal places for deer to cross and, unfortunately, provide us the shortest reaction time.
Frost - Fall brings variable weather conditions. Often midday temperatures may be warm and comfortable for
motorcycle riding, while overnight temperatures may be near freezing. It becomes necessary to be cognizant of
frost on the roadway in the early morning hours during the fall. Be sure to pay particular attention for frost on
bridge decks or other elevated surfaces, railroad crossings, and in shady areas where the morning sun might not
have melted the frost yet. Frost is ICE!
Riding Gear - Don’t get left in the cold. In the fall, temperatures can run the spectrum from warm to below freezing. In most cases, regardless of midday temperatures, the temperature will significantly drop once the sun
starts to set. It’s always a good idea to keep cold weather gear with you just in case you get detained or ride longer than you anticipated. Riding while extremely cold is a distraction reducing your ability to control the motorcycle safely, not to mention just being uncomfortable. Treat your eye protection with some form of anti-fogging
agent before riding in cold temperatures.
Lights Check - Now that the days are shorter, you will probably go riding in the dark so check your headlights,
brake lights and turn lights are in great working condition.
Check the Weather - Personally speaking, I don't always do a good job of looking at the advance weather and thus
I've been caught up in not so desirable weather. A little advance planning might cause a re-route for you, keeping
you out of the wicked stuff. And no matter how hard you research, you may still get caught by surprise, so be
ready.
Lowered Visibilities - One thing I’ve noticed in fall riding is that with the sun at a lower angle in the sky, shadows
become longer, darker and occur earlier in the day in much more of the riding area than during mid-summer.
That not only contributes to cooler air along the way, but can cause poor visibility of road surfaces and hazards.
This is particularly true if you wear dark sunglasses during the ride. Wearing only lightly tinted shades or a helmet with retractable sun shade or even photochromatic shield
can help improve vision into those dark shadows.
So, perhaps the best ideas of all: ride safe, slow down, enjoy the views and the splendor
of autumn. And remember, the colors don’t last long, so plan that fall color ride!
Until next time………
Rick and Debbie Warmels
Indiana Educators
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The 7 Hour Oil Change
We decided not long ago to save around $60 and perform our own oil change on our 2008 Goldwing Motor Trike. This was going to be a first for us so we decided to do our homework. We had consulted several service
manuals and ordered the necessary tools and parts. We had an OEM filter, the recommended oil, a bag of new
crush rings for the drain plug, and a new torque wrench. Although we had never done this before, everyone we
talked to said it would be easy.
We started off removing the side panels to get to the oil fill cap and dip stick. All went well; oil was full on
stick and ready to be emptied. Next we were to remove the upper front faring. We had several pins to remove
and around 4 bolts. This is where it started to get rough. Some of the pins were hard to get to and did not remove easily. The screw bolts also were a challenge since they felt like they had not been removed for some time.
Once the faring was removed, getting it off the bike without scratching the fender took some time. Now it was
time to remove the lower front faring. This took even longer to remove all the pins and bolts, and by this time we
were getting sore on our sides and neck and needing to take breaks to stretch and cool off. After we get the last
bolt off, the faring would not come off. We pulled on it, reread the instructions several times, and even consulted
Google but could not figure out what was still holding this on. So as we ready for another frustrated round of tug
and pull, we noticed what appeared to be an oil filter below this faring; just to the left, what appears to be a drain
plug.
All this time the oil filter and drain plug were in easy reach. The fairings did not need to be removed after
all. It took some twisting and a lot of luck, but we managed to get the fairings back on with no lost pins, bolts,
and washers. 15 minutes later… the oil and filter were changed.
So why were the manuals instructing us to go this route? Apparently the fairings only needed to be removed so that the drain plug could be properly torqued down which even the Honda mechanics tell me that they
do not remove the fairings. We have noticed after telling this story to fellow members that this may be common
knowledge. If only we had consulted with our more experienced members first.
Recently we accepted a new role within the chapter as Assistant Chapter Directors. We understand that
there is an Officer’s manual but not all things are easily understood even when read several times. We will strive
to do our best in our new role. We may even try new and innovative things to enhance communication with
members and to help drive membership enrollment. We will remember to consult with our experienced members
and leadership for knowledge and advice, and hopefully avoid any growing pains as we serve the chapter.
Chris & Winona
Assistant Chapter Directors

“Where’s Ronnie?” Contest
Rules:

1. Find this image of our illustrious Chapter Director hidden within our current newsletter.
2. Fill out an entry ticket at our Chapter Meeting with Ronnie’s location and your name.
3. One name will be drawn to win a “fabulous” prize.

Yes, anyone can win… whether a member, guest, or visitor from another chapter! Just read the newsletter, find Ronnie, and
attend our Chapter Meeting on the 3rd Tuesday of the month, 6pm at Richards Restaurant in Warsaw.
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October 2018
Sun

Mon

2

1

El Faro
at Rozella
Ford Golf
Course leave
Marsh @
6:00pm

9

8

7

Tue

Wed

5

6

10

11

12

13

Happy
Birthday
Thomas Kinch!

National

16

Sat

4

Day

15

Fri

3

Columbus

14

Thu

National
Motorcycle
Ride Day

17

18

19

20

25

26

27

Chapter
Meeting
Richards,
Warsaw
Eat 6:00pm,
Mtg 7:00pm

Dessert
Day

21

22

23

24

28

29

30

31

Happy
Birthday
Chris Drake!
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Happy
Halloween

Fall Party
National 5:00pm at
Breadstick Everest
Home
Day
Dinner Rides leave Marsh
parking lot at times
indicated on each day.
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November 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu
1

4

Happy

5

Fri
2

Sat
3

All

National

Saints

Deviled

Day

Egg Day

6

7

8

9

10

13

14

15

16

17

Anniversary!
RONNIE &
BIANCA
PRATER

11

12

Veteran’s
Day

Happy

Birthday
JO
ALBERTSON!

National
Indiana
Day

18

19

25

26

20

Chapter
Meeting
Richards,
Warsaw
Eat 6:00pm,
Mtg 7:00pm

27

21

Happy

Anniversary!
CHARLIE
& JO
ALBERTSON

28

22

23

24

Thanksgiving

29

30
Happy
Birthday
ROBERT
RANDALL!
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September’s Meeting Minutes
September 18, 2018
Terry—Safety: Indiana had a 44% increase of fatalities from 2016 to 2017. Some states
have a Motorcyclist Safety Program which helps reduce the percentage of fatalities. This
data is affected by rider participation, rider exposure, rider gear choices, weather, laws,
law enforcement, roadway conditions, etc. Know your skill level and the dangers
of riding.
Also, watch out for famers, spilled grain & beans, tomatoes, potatoes, road construction, leaves, walnuts & other things fallen from trees, school busses & vehicle without
turning lights.
Bianca - Membership Enhancement: The Chapter Director & his wife needs to renew their
membership.
Karen Bowling passed away.
Keep Rosalee in your thoughts & prayers.
Charlie - CMA: Nelsens Port a pit chicken will be sold on Oct. 13th from 10-2:00pm
at JB Furniture. Presale chicken needs to be pickup by 12:00pm. Chicken & potatoes are available for purchase
Chris - Newsletter Editor: We went to Wing Ding 40. Winter Rendezvous is at Shipshewana, IN on Feb 22-23.
Saturday, September 22 was the cookout at Mike & Joyce’s House in Fort Wayne.
B2 will ride Harvey Hinklemeyers on Wednesday, Sept. 19. They will leave FW at 6:00pm.
Facebook Possibility of creating a page for impromptu riding and recent members rides.
Ronnie: Chris is now the Assistant Chapter Director.
There was a recent ride to the Ice cream shop & Buffalo Farm. The ice cream scoops were
huge and the Buffalo farm was closed. It started out as a rainy ride.
There was a Game Night/Cook out at Cathy & Gary’s House on September 15th, at
5:00pm. Good food, talk, & games. Chapter F’s Fall Party is Saturday, Oct. 27 at 5:00pm
at Shirley & Ellsworth Everest’s House. Bring Chili (for Chili cook-off if you want) or a
side dish.
Possible ride to Lake City Honda next year.
Candy Jar: Diane won the candy. Winona & Dorothy tied for the money & they both donated the money back to the Chapter.
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Facebook Facts
Worldwide, there are over 2.23 billion monthly active Facebook users which is an 11% increase year
over year.
5 new profiles are created every second.
The average Facebook U.S. user spends 40 minutes a day on the site.
Smartphone users check Facebook 14 times a day.
So many Facebook photos and videos are up loaded via mobile that it takes up 27% of the upstream
web traffic.
Every minute, 1.8 million new ―likes‖ are made on Facebook.
Age 25-34, at 29.7% of Facebook users, is the most common age demographic.
62% of online Seniors (age 65+) use Facebook.
42% of marketers state that Facebook is critical or important to their business.
Facebook is a very popular means of communication both personally and professionally.
This can be a convenient and easy method to keep up-to-date on happenings within our chapter and
district.
What a great way to promote what GWRRA is all about to a younger generation of Facebook users and
motorcycle riders… “Friends for Fun, Safety, and Knowledge”.
The GWRRA website states, “Many first-timers come for "just a look" and find something to last a lifetime!”
So, please keep the stories and pictures flowing into our chapter’s Facebook site (GWRRA Indiana
Chapter F).
Let’s give them something fun to look at!

Lake City Wings

7

WING DING 41 in Nashville, Tennessee
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On September , our Chapter rode
to Bourbon Street Pizza in
Bourbon, IN. Eight members
attended the dinner.

There were over 8000 people at Wing
Ding 40. Pictured above are some of
the 400+ bikes that participated in
the parade. Below is a panoramic picture of the Wing Ding Vendor Hall.

September 29, Chris and Winona were able to attend the South West/East gathering in Ninevah,
IN. The group ride routed us through the beautiful
hills around Little Nashville.
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GWRRA Member Services
Phone: 800-843-9460
membership@gwrra.org
Anita Alkire
President of GWRRA
President@GWRRA.org

Area Chapter Meetings
D-2

2nd Monday at Pizza Hut, Village of
Coven try, Ft. Wayne, IN. Eat at 6:00 PM,
Meeting at 7:00 PM

G

2nd Saturday at Trion Strasbourg Family
Room, New Haven, IN. Eat at 6:00 PM,
Meeting at 7:00 PM

O-2

1st Thursday at Perkins Restaurant &
Bakery, Elkhart, IN. Eat at 6:30 PM,
Meeting at 7:15 PM

T-2

1st Tuesday at Moe’s, Huntington, IN.
Eat at 6:00 PM, Meeting at 7:00 PM

Ray & Melinda Faber

Indiana District Directors
Indd2016@yahoo.com

Wolfgang & Connie Gless
Asst. District Directors
wolfconn70@gmail.com

Rick & Debbie Warmels
District Ride Educators:
rwarmels@mchsi.com

Chapter F meets at Richards Restaurant, US 30 E, Warsaw, Indiana
on the 3rd Tuesday of each month, Dinner at 6:00 PM, Meeting at
7:00 PM.

Chris & Winona Drake
Newsletter Editors
3123 West 200 South
Warsaw, IN 46580
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