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Hello Chapter U,
Before I sat down to write this article we received a
fresh snowfall overnight, I know it is February, but I am
ready for the snow to quit. I have been on the bike once
in January and I don’t like it, not enough riding for me. I
know we live in Indiana, I must have gotten spoiled with
the last few years of the roads being clean enough to
ride on more often. I am hoping that I will be able to ride to Shipshewana to Winter
Rendezvous. That would be a first for me.
Weeeell, no such luck, a winter snow storm came through Thursday night and Friday, and put
the kabash to that idea.
There will be a tribute to John Taylor during the March Gathering, JoAnn being able to attend
that night is why the tribute will be in March. If anyone would like to relate a story about
John, I would encourage anyone with a story about John to relate it.
January 20 , Marv and Judy led us to the Lake House on Skinner Lake, near Albion. It was the
largest group for a ride we have had in a while. 30 members present.
th

February 3rd Marc and Robbie led the ride to Chubby’s in Orland.
February 9 and 10 was Winter Rendezvous in Shipshewana.
th

th

February 17 will be the Afternoon Ride, Nick and Laurie will be leading us to the Auburn
House.
March rides will be reversed, like last year the morning ride will be on the 17 and the
evening ride will be on the 3 . Harriet and I will be leading the morning ride to the Maple
Syrup Festival in Lagrange County.
th

rd

Also coming up will be ARC, TRC, Road Captain’s, and two wheel and trike trailering classes.
They will be held in Ft Wayne, Columbus, and Bloomington. We will also be hosting a CPR,
first aid class. All of the classes will cost $35.00 per person. For the Road Captain, that class is
$5.00. Co-riders are encouraged to attend, there might be something in the class you didn’t
realize and that could prove to be useful. It will also benefit those of us who have taken the
course already, a refresher never hurts.
Harriet and I returned from Winter Rendezvous today, we really had a good time while there.
The hit was the 2018 Goldwing that Hayden’s dropped off for us to look at and drool over.
There are a lot of things changed on it, as well as having an automatic transmission. A lot of
us are really interested in riding one of the automatics. Of course, there are some who don’t
think a motorcycle should have anything other than a manual transmission. To each their
own.
Jinger had the best door decoration and got first place. Congratulations Jinger.
There was training classes to attend, one presented by Harriet. Friday for dinner the team
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served up roast beef, Nelson’s roast potatoes, carrots and cookies. There was so much left
over that some of us brought it home and had it for lunch on Sunday. Saved Harriet from
having to cook.
14 Chapter U members were at Winter Rendezvous. Some were there for the entire weekend,
and others came in on Saturday. We each spent some time in the Hospitality room, while we
kept the snacks on the table and drinks available we were able to do word searches, go out to
see other things in the area. Play some of the games. Take some classes. It looked as if we all
had a good time.
A new game was introduced, the Escape room, there were 6 stations that had to be worked
through, Rod, Parris, Harriet and I went through as a team. We did well but came up a little
short on one of the stations. We still had a good time working through each problem
presented.
Saturday for dinner we went to an Amish home that puts on meals for groups. The food was
very good, they had made a sweet cider jelly, it was a hit with most of those being served.
There were jars available to purchase and quite a few jars went out the door. Yes, Harriet and
some of the other Chapter U members had to bring some home. We were able to get a small
glimpse into how the Amish live. The lights were propane gas lights on the wall. Some of
those in attendance were surprised on how much light they put out, as well as how much
heat, each one puts out.
Lonny came up with a challenge for the District. He has identified a point of interest in each of
the 92 counties in Indiana. A picture of your bike in front of the point of interest is how it will
be counted. The challenge starts on April 1 and goes until October 31 . A copy of the list is
included.
st

st

The winner will receive $100.00. There will be a second place, to qualify to be in the running
for the second-place prize, at least 60 counties will have to be visited, the names of those
getting the 60 counties will be put into a drawing for the one $25.00 prize.
Good luck and happy riding.
Don’t forget to PARTICAPATE, PARTICAPATE, PARTICAPATE.
Jay & Harriet
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Hello Fellow Hoosier Gold Wingers! We’re Rick and Debbie Warmels and we were introduced
as YOUR new District Educators at Winter Rendezvous. We’re excited to follow the
tremendous efforts of Chuck and Chris Jacobs in keeping the Fun, Safety, and Knowledge in
Indiana Rider Education. Chuck has moved up to a Team GWRRA Rider Ed role. They’re GREAT
people and good friends and they’ve told me they plan on remaining active in District activities.
For those who don’t know us, we’re currently Senior Chapter Directors of D2 up in Fort Wayne,
were recently the Assistant District Directors for 5 northeast Chapters, master tour riders, and
the final Region D Couple of the Year. I’m a Rider Course Instructor as well as an ITCP certified
instructor. We ride, for now (working to get a new 2018 WHITE bike), a Pearl White 2008 GL
1800 with over 115K miles. If you’ve attended any District or Region D rally’s recently, you
would have seen us helping out.
After the GWRRA changes from late last year, one of my District Educator duties is to provide
every Chapter a District Rider Education article for inclusion in your Chapter’s newsletter. My
plan is to send this article out to Chapter Directors no later than the last Saturday of the
month. Until we get started, your Chapter may have to skip a month depending on when you
publish your Chapter newsletter.
Speaking of the GWRRA changes, I really like what I heard from Anita Alkire (GWRRA President)
at last year’s Wing Ding. She spoke passionately about GWRRA’s Rider Education credentials
and how rider education is crucial to the foundation to GWRRA. She also spoke about the
strength of GWRRA is in the combined experiences of all our motorcycle riding/touring
members. We can gain more insights from ourselves than putting the burden on one of our
Chapter-mates to come up with a monthly Rider Ed topic for their gatherings and complete
various reports previously required for the Chapter level.
What I hope to do in subsequent newsletter articles is to give you an idea/topic/question to
discuss during your monthly gatherings. My goal is to get us all to think about various riding
strategies and techniques to see if they might be relevant to us and our co-riders. You may
even be tempted to give the ideas a spin while preparing to ride or actually out on the road. If
you have an idea for a future article, please let me know.
While I’ve ridden a fair amount of miles I’m still relatively new to riding and use every
opportunity to discuss strategies and ways to be safer on the ride. I’m looking forward to your
feedback and looking forward to seeing you at rally’s, ride in’s, Gatherings, and Rider Courses.
If you have any questions or concerns related to Rider’s Education, please give me a shout. My
contact info is
Rick Warmels
5926 County Road 64
Spencerville, IN 46788
rwarmels@mchsi.com
260.238.4148
Until next time….
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NAME

LEVEL NOTE

NAME

LEVEL NOTE

BROWER, MIKE
FANSLER, HARRIET
FANSLER, JAY
GAEL, JUDY
GAEL, MARVIN
GILBERT, BILL
GILBERT, JOYCE
HAMPSHIRE, TEENA
HAMPSHIRE,THOMAS
KAUFMAN, JINGER
KAUFMAN, MIKE

1
4
4
1
1
2
2
1
1
3
3

KEESECKER, JERRY
KLINE, BRIAN
KLINE, PATTI
KNOTEK, GEORGE
NELSON, MARC
NELSON, ROBERTA
PATTON, ALLISON
PATTON, LARRY
WILCOX, BARRY
WILCOX, PARRIS
WILCOX, RODNEY

3
2
2
1
4
4
1
1
2
1
1

NEED ARC/CRS
NEED ERC
NEED 2 UP

2018 Chapter U Individual of the Year

2018 Chapter U Couple of the Year

Missy Wilcox

Nick & Laurie Seibert
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Chapter U Minutes
February 5, 2018
Opened with the Pledge of Allegiance
Introduction of guests: 3 future members (Marc & Robbie grandkids)
Past Events by Mike Kaufman:
Mike and Jinger are now the treasurer and chapter store; Laurie and Nick are
secretary and Newsletter Editor; Tom and Teena are Ride Coordinator; and Marv
and Judy are Membership Enhancement
Jan 6 - Morning Ride – Tom and Teena – went to the Blue Gate Restaurant in
Shipshewana 14 attended. The food was very good. It was slippery outside.
Jan 20 - Afternoon Ride – Marv and Judy – Went to The Lake House restaurant
near Albion on 8. 30 people attended. It was great visiting with everyone. The
food was very good but took a while to get it.
Feb 3 - Morning ride – Marc and Robbie Nelson lead the morning ride to Chubby’s
in Orland In. Food was awesome. Fastest food we had in a long time. There were
16 people that attended.
Upcoming Events:
February 9-10 - Winter Rendezvous in Shipshewana. Theme is “Play Bal”.
Chapter U is in charge of the Hospitality room. We have to cover Friday from 1:00
– 4:30 and Saturday 11:00-4:00.
Jinger is in charge of doing a craft @ 2:15 and Harriet is doing a seminar
“Retention is Important Training Module” at the same time. Time out trailer
factory tour is on Friday from 1:00 – 4:00pm. There is a door decoration contest
on Friday night at hotel. There is also a gun show going on at the same time down
the road.
Feb 17th Afternoon ride - Nick and Laurie – Will be leading the ride to Auburn
House of Pancakes.
Mar 3 – Afternoon ride (Switched with morning ride)
Mar 5 – We will have a memorial for John Taylor on our monthly meeting.
Mar 17 – Morning ride. Will be traveling to LaGrange County Maple Syrup
festival
July 21-22 - Christmas in July ride to Frankenmuth, MI – More information will
be discussed as it gets closer.
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August 4 – Hog Roast - The pavilion has been reserved.
Jinger is trying to find a new style of shirt for us to wear for special occasions.
Also the inventory in stock is being sold at a discounted rate. She is trying to get
rid of inventory and will order when someone wants something.
Will be setting up Medic-first aid class for anyone needing it for levels, or if they
just want it to be prepared for the worst, not just while riding but it can be used
anywhere. Trying to get with Missy to set up for training.
Chapter Information / Reports:
Chapter Educator-Ride Coordinator: Tom Hampshire –District plaque is still
down in Albany. Trying to maybe head down in March to steal it.
Membership Enhancement (MEC): Marv Gael – Had nothing, he was sent the
wrong form.
Jay’s Safety talk: Rides – Plan and preparation
 Plan what route you are going to, Have a map
 Plan on breaks for longer ride
 Plan the speed. Some don’t feel comfortable running highway speeds.
Need to plan the team.
 Plan the start and stops. Plan to inform everyone when and where you are
going to stop
 Arrive at start ahead of time. Line up.
 If you have a larger group plan to split up and have good head and back
person for each group and make sure they have CB’s
 Safety check. Full tank empty bladder.
 Put your fastest rider in the back
 3 primary hand signals – single file; 2 lane stack; Road hazard.
 Group spacing 1 second for stacking. 2 seconds for trikes and side cars
 Whenever you move to another lane. You are responsible to make sure it
is safe for you to move over
 When on interstate. Have back person move over to block for the rest of
rides to move
 Rain or dark increase stager time. Single file for windy road or narrow.
Single file to pass a semi. Get around semi quickly
 Before ride. Make sure of health issues. If really hot make sure no one get
dehydrated.
Game: Harriet - Valentine Trivia
Sunshine Gal - Harriet - we celebrated Birthdays for February: 22nd – Jim Swift.
Groundhog Day and Presidents Day are also celebrated in February.
Candy Jar: – Marc had 3 people on the money. Judy Swift won.
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George’s Joke:
Benefit of the Chapter: Tom mentioned the Fireman breakfast in Edgerton
from 7:00 – 12:00 on February 11
Marc also mentioned Jun 14-16 united sidecar riding association in Rising sun,
IN. If anyone has an interest in a trike or sidecar might be a good idea to try to
go.
Jay adjourned the gathering.
 Please, don’t forget to tip the waitress & waiter
 Don’t forget to get the most out of chapter life you need to participate,
participate, participate.
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Adjusted inventory with discounted prices:
Shirts







Short-Sleeve Black Polo – XL & Lg - $13 – 1 each available
Long-Sleeve Black T-Shirt – M - $7.50 – 1 available
Short-Sleeve Black T-Shirt – XL - $10 – 1 available
Short-Sleeve Yellow T-Shirt – M - $10 – 2 available
Yellow Cool-Dri T-Shirt (SS) – S & XXL - $9 – 1 ea. available
Orange Cool-Dri T-Shirt (SS) – M, L, XXL - $9 – 1 ea. Available

Patches, Etc. –








Black Chapter U Ball Cap - $5 – 1 available
Chapter U Patch -- $2 – 5 available
GWRRA Indiana Hoosier Pride Patch w/ State of IN Pin -- $5 – 10 sets avail.
Lg. Black/Gold GWRRA Round Patch - $13 – 1 available
Sm. Black/Gold GWRRA Round Patch -- $5 – 2 available
Visitation Bars – Chapter U -- $1 – 69 available
Red Scarf/Necktie -- $2 for two.
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Winter Rendezvous – Shipshewana, IN
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February

2018
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

28

29

30

31

01

02

03
Morning Ride - 9
am

04

05

06

07

08

Gathering - 7 pm

11

12

13

14

15

09

10

Winter
Rendezvous Shipshewana

Winter
Rendezvous Shipshewana

16

Valentine's Day

18

19

20

21

17
Afternoon Ride - 4
pm

22

23

24

02

03

Jim Swift's
Birthday

25

26

27

28

01

04

05

Notes:
Chapter Gathering: 1st Monday of each month. Eat at 6 pm and meeting at 7 pm. Pizza Hut on
North Wayne St., Angola, IN -- North of the circle & over the railroad tracks - west side of road.
Group Meeting Place for Rides - Meijer Parking Lot, southwest side behind the gas station. Chapter
Morning Ride - 1st Saturday of each month, leaves 9 am; Afternoon Ride - 3rd Saturday, leaves 4 pm

March

2018
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

25

26

27

28

01

02

03
Morning Ride - 9
am

04

05

06

Gathering - 7 pm

11

12

07

08

09

Allison Patton Birthday

13

14

15

16

John & JoAnn
Taylor Anniversary

18

19

25

26

Sierra Bowman Birthday

Ginger Kaufman Birthday

01

02

20

27

21

28

10
Mike & Jinger
Kaufman -Anniversary

17
Afternoon Ride - 4
pm

22

23

Don Bowman Birthday

John Taylor Birthday

29

30

24

31

Notes:
Chapter Gathering: 1st Monday of each month. Eat at 6 pm and meeting at 7 pm. Pizza Hut on
North Wayne St., Angola, IN -- North of the circle & over the railroad tracks - west side of road.
Group Meeting Place for Rides - Meijer Parking Lot, southwest side behind the gas station. Chapter
Morning Ride - 1st Saturday of each month, leaves 9 am; Afternoon Ride - 3rd Saturday, leaves 4 pm

April

2018
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

01

02

03

04

05

06

07

Gathering - 7 pm

Morning Ride - 9
am

08

09

10

11

12

13

15

16

17

18

19

20

14

21
Afternoon Ride - 4
pm & Cory Gael Birthday

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

03

04

05

Jenny Hoffbauer Birthday

29

30

01

02
Darlene Mountfield
- Birthday

06

07

Notes:
Chapter Gathering: 1st Monday of each month. Eat at 6 pm and meeting at 7 pm. Pizza Hut on
North Wayne St., Angola, IN -- North of the circle & over the railroad tracks - west side of road.
Group Meeting Place for Rides - Meijer Parking Lot, southwest side behind the gas station. Chapter
Morning Ride - 1st Saturday of each month, leaves 9 am; Afternoon Ride - 3rd Saturday, leaves 4 pm

