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Ramblins from your Chapter Directors

Indiana District Directors

January 2019
Hello Chapter M,
It seems to me that this winter has been extremely long. Maybe
I'm just looking forward to the warmthof the Spring and
Summer months and the riding season that goes with them.
We need to think about our ride schedule for 2019, if you have
a particular destination that you would like to ride to, or some
place that you have ridden to that you would like to share with
the rest of the Chapter make sure you let us know. The ride
suggestions that we took last year helped the ride committee a
lot last year and I would like to do the same this year, so if you
will bring your ride suggestions to the March meeting we will
see if we can't get the committee together shortly after that to
get them on the schedule.
To let you know some of the things that have been happening
over the past few months since we have seen each other, we
had our Christmas Party canceled because of a storm that came
through, and it has rained and been cold for the remainder of
the time.
On a bit of a sadder note Don's sister passed away and Don will
not be with us for the rescheduled Christmas Party, Jeff Buse,
one of our former member’s father passed away, I think that
Jeff said he would have been 95 years old if he had lived 2 more
weeks. It seems like a lot of the people we know, both in and
out of GWRRA, are having medical issues to deal with. It would
be a good idea to keep those that we are close to in our
thoughts and prayers. When we go through troubled times it
helps to know that others are concerned with our wellbeing.
We will see you at the Methodist Church in Otwell this
Saturday.
Chapter M CD's

Gary & Carol Meyerholtz

Here we are starting a New Year. I hope, that all of you
had a great holiday season with family. I have had a few
curve balls, but my holidays went pretty well. I have
been thinking of what I would like to do this year with
my GWRRA family. Many ride ideas have come to mind
and yes, I have been working on a site for SWWU. I have
a great candidate working just clearing up a few details.
An announcement will be ready by WR. WR room
reservations need to be completed before the 1st of
February in order to get the special rate. The schedule is
out and there will plenty of diverse activities for
attendees. Also, we have had a burst of vendor space
requests, so we will have a variety of vendor displays.
This month is usually when chapters begin planning
their riding schedules. When you have them completed,
please give them, to our district coordinator so we can
get them posted on the internet. Using these tools to
broadcast our activities helps us get out in front of
members and non-members. This will help us keep our
membership stable and hopefully improve it. Also, this
gives many of our members a chance to ride as much as
they want any where they want. We love riding in
groups, as many of us, have done this for years, this just
opens more opportunities for all of us. We have tried to
make changes to accommodate our diverse membership
with opportunities to keep us busy. Close to home is
one, one day activities is another and we are exploring
another ideas also. It is late and I must go, see you at
WR or a chapter meeting. I have been known to pop up
all of a sudden. Ray & Melinda Faber Indiana District
Director
Ray & Melinda Faber
Indd2016@yahoo.com

Dean Gentry has looked in to pricing for Chapter M shirts.
Price List ( pricing may be lower depending on total number of shirts
ordered – if the total order is 26 or more shirts there will be a discount)
Tee Shirt $12.80
Long Sleeve Tee Shirt $15.38
Hooded Pullover Sweatshirt $23.86
Polo shirt $17.80
We’ll try and get a count from everyone at the December meeting to see
how many might be interested in a new shirt or hoodie and probably place
an order after the January meeting.
If you won’t be at the January meeting please contact Carol or Marilyn and
let them know what you’d be interested in ordering.
Carol Meyerholtz INDIANA.M.CD@gmail.com or
Marilyn Smith INDIANA.M.MEC@gmail.com

Information from the International Motorcycle Safety
Conference '90 that you can use right now.
• Driving a car makes you a safer motorcyclist, possibly because it lets you understand the enemy.
• Age and experience make you a safer rider, although experts disagree on which factor is more important.
• You are in greater danger in urban areas than out on the road, even though you may be traveling faster in a rural area.
• Many riders put on a helmet for a ride in the country but don't bother when riding around town. The facts suggest this is contrary to
what they should be doing.
• Drinking and riding, not surprisingly, is even more dangerous than drinking and driving a car.
• Other motorists usually can't see you as well as you think they can. Vehicles and objects frequently block you partially or
completely from view. In addition, many drivers have not learned to look for and identify motorcyclists. Making yourself and your
bike as conspicuous as possible will help you to avoid the other guy.
• "If you're on your bike at night, wear white," says an old Rolling Stones song. It's still true 25 years later. White also makes you
very visible during the day. Black is a poor choice but not as bad as olive drab.
• For the same reasons you should be conspicuous, you also should learn evasive techniques: braking swerving, staying in the right
gear for maximum acceleration.
• Developing the judgment to use these techniques properly is even more difficult but just as critical.
• Lane position is also an important avoidance technique and may be more vital than braking in some situations. Basically, you
should move yourself away from any potential threats before they violate your right-of-way.
• While rider training equips you with the essentials or sharpens an experienced rider's skills, it still leaves a lot to learn. At the
moment, the statistics that are available don't promise the trained rider a huge survival advantage. Experience, judgment, a sober mind,
conspicuity and a mature attitude are your best protection against accident involvement.
• Helmets work, and they don't cause neck or other injuries. There is no indication that they interfere with control or perception.
Riders who wear helmets are simply much less likely to sustain head injuries.
• Even though one paper questioned the effectiveness of chin bars for protection, all other experts, including those who have done
much more extensive studies, believe that chin bars with EPS foam offer important additional protection. In general, the more a
helmet covers, the more real protection it offers.
• As Harry Hurt, who has done more independent research than anybody in this area, remarked: "Don't worry if you are wearing a
helmet with a chin bar. Worry if you're not."
• When buying a helmet, you should fasten in properly, then see if it can be rolled off your head by pulling up and forward at the
rear.
• It is difficult for a helmet to meet both the Snell and D.O.T. standards. Some helmets that claim to meet both actually meet neither,
although this probably is not too important to buyers unless they are paying a premium to get the Snell label.
• A cheapo $70 helmet offers protection very close to what you get from a $300 helmet with similar coverage.
• Glasses and dentures might amplify the injuries sustained when you receive a facial impact.
• If you're a frequent passenger and want to be a better one, take a Motorcycle RiderCourse.
Motorcyclist Magazine February 1991
Motorcycle Safety Foundataion information
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National Events:
Event:

Where:

When:

Registration:

Wing Ding 41

Nashville, TN
Gaylord Opryland Resort

August 27 - 31, 2019

Registration

Indiana District Events:
ent:

Where:

When:

Registration:

Winter
Rendezvous

Farmstead Inn & Conference Center
Shipshewana, IN

February 22-23,
2019

Save da Date
Map

Other District Events:
Event:

Where:

When:

Registration:

Missouri District Rally

Bronson, MO

May 30-June 1, 2019

Info & Registration
Click on Rally Info & Fliers
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Chapter M Couple of the Year
wall

February
2/9

Debbie Cole

2/12

Sue Tolson

2/25

Harold Dant

2/25

John Wuepper

2/28

Shirley Watkins

March
3/7

Gary Salb

3/7

Ted Showeker

3/10

Brenda Vantlin

3/10

Robin Whaley

3/12

Glenn Eckery

3/13

Bonnie Garland

3/22

Betty Fendel

3/23

Twila (Showecker) Black

3/24

Brenda Line

2017
Don & Karen
Holst

2015 & 2016
Norman &
Debbie Cole

2014
Howard & Kate
Gingerich

2012 & 2013
Gary & Carol
Meyerholtz

February
2/14

Jerry and Rosella Hill

2010 & 2011
Steve & Nancy
Whitehead
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Next Gathering will be

February 16
Annual Chapter M
Christmas Party
(rescheduled)
Doors open at 5:00 pm
Meal at 6:00 pm

Otwell United Methodist Church

