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FINALLY! We’ve been able to get out and start visiting Chapters again! It’s great to re-connect
and see y’all are weathering the virus strong. For those Chapters we’ve not made it to yet, we
have been reaching out to your Chapter Directors via phone to check in and see how everyone
is doing. We’re working on getting to visiting each Chapter in the next couple of months. We’re
also asking YOUR District Team to get out and visit also. While we’ve been visiting, we’ve been
asking what YOUR District Team can do for our members and Chapters. If you’ve not been
asked this yet, please drop us a note and let us know what more we can do for you.
This is one thing we’ve been noticing, experiencing, and hearing about while out visiting, phone
calling, and on Zoom calls with other District Directors. Our fantastic base of members are
becoming less and less willing to volunteer to help run their Chapters/Districts. There are many
open Chapter officer positions going unfilled with the responsibilities of those unfilled positions
having to be met by the Chapter Director. We get it. You pay your dues and you think that’s all
you need to do. If that’s your mindset I can tell you from experience you’re missing out on the
best part of the organization. The more you participate, the more things you do, the more
people you meet, and the more you get out of GWRRA.
After we joined GWRRA, we were soon approached to be the Chapter MEC. We didn’t know
any better so we agreed. Yea, there were a few phone calls to make each month but those
became enjoyable once we started talking to folks and hearing about their experiences. We
were tasked with meeting guests and new members at our gatherings and that also helped
developed our circle of friends. After volunteering for Chapter Director, that’s when the fun
(FUN, not work) really started. We did have responsibilities but nothing to compare to the entire
new circle of friends we created. We were introduced to the District Team and other Chapter
Directors further expanding our circle of friends. When we were asked to join the District Team,
once again, our circle expanded and we were introduced to other District Team members,
Region Team folks (at the time) and we even got to know National level officers. There are now
folks all over the country, in Canada, and even in Israel we have an invitation to visit. We
eagerly await the next rally (ours, theirs, doesn’t matter) so we can meet and catch up. All of
this is because we got involved. Sure, there’s some work involved but when have you ever got
anything worthwhile by doing nut’n?
If you would, please take a few minutes and think about GWRRA and what you are getting out
of it and what you could be getting out of it. If we’ve peaked your interest, talk to your CD or
District Director (or anyone on YOUR District Team) and let them know you may be interested in
expanding your circle of friends, having more fun, and want more information about joining the
Chapter/District Team. We’d love to see you get involved. GWRRA has increased the
emphasis on FUN and are encouraging new ways to gather (maybe not a fixed place/time/
agenda) and are leaving it to the CDs/Chapters to be creative. As long as information is passed
out and new members know where to go, just about anything is acceptable. If everyone in the
boat rows, you can travel anywhere!
We’d love to talk to anyone who has any questions about becoming more involved in GWRRA.
We can explain the expectations, what latitudes you have, and what opportunities are available.
PLEASE reach out to us!
Check out the flyers in the rest of the newsletter to see what events are coming up.
Until next time……..
Rick and Debbie Warmels
IN District Directors
in.dd.gwrra@gmail.com
260.740.2321
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“Target fixation is a process by which the brain is focused so intently on an observed object that
awareness of other obstacles or hazards can diminish. Also, in an avoidance scenario, the
observer can become so fixated on the target that they will end up colliding with the object. This
is a common issue for motorcyclists and mountain bikers. A motorcycle or bicycle will tend to go
where the rider is looking; if the rider is overly focused on an obstacle (puddle of oil, tree,
branch, patch of sand, small child, etc), the cycle can collide with that object simply because of
the rider’s focus on it, even though the rider is trying to avoid it.”

The Basic rider course teaches "Look where you want to go”, and it’s sound advice no matter
how much experience you gain. The bike is going to go where you’re looking. If there’s a
pothole or debris in front of you, or a car pulls out, or an animal runs into your path, don’t look
directly at it—look for a way out, where you want to go.

It is insufficient to simply advise that you should avoid target fixation. Saying "don't fixate" is all
very well, but once it starts, you need a positive technique to get yourself out in one piece. So
once you are in trouble, use target fixation to save your skin.

Don't look at the oncoming truck/tree/pothole; figure out where you would rather be and fixate
on that instead. In fact, those of you that have taken an MSF classes know that "target fixation"
is an excellent way to control skids - fixate on a point dead ahead on the horizon, and you'll be
well on the way towards automatically correcting most skids.

So, be aware. It’s common sense, watch where you’re going.

Chuck and Chris Jacobs
INDIANA EDUCATOR
bluewing@bluemarble.net

Fun Facts: Front tires disperse water at three times the rate of rear tires.
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Happy Summer or I think it is still summer. It has been a long one!
Here it is, already August and things with the Covid-19 are still changing daily and not always for
the best. At the beginning of the pandemic I decided that I would take what I thought would be a
negative, (lockdown, quarantine, yuck!) and try to make it a positive for me. I took this time to
enjoy my home, start cooking again, working in my yard and enjoying a little slower lifestyle. I
walk the dogs every day, have cleaned all the cabinets, closets and drawers out, made enough
cards to start my own business and have enjoyed scrapbooking again. I have spent time with
my high school friends swimming twice a week and of course camping as soon as the state
opened up the camp sites. Don’t get me wrong, I did a lot of worrying too. I have COPD and I
had 4 friends tested positive for COVID-19. Thankfully they are all home and doing fine now. I
learned to appreciate all the little things in my life but I will be glad when it is over so I can
breathe a little easier.
We are looking forward to visiting chapters and we have already been to Chapter Z, Chapter M
and Chapter L2 and the rest are scheduled.
Joe went on the Southern Indiana District Ride and had a great time. He said they even went on
some roads that he hadn’t been on. I know, it’s hard to believe. He did have to help a couple
bikes get up righted and luckily no one got hurt when they were dropped. He only got for the first
day due to our chapter gathering Sunday. But wants to thank Ed for a Great job.
Now we are onto a lot of camping weekends and just doing a lot of relaxing. I am looking
forward to some cooler weather so we can cook and sit by the fire all night. For anyone not
doing anything over the Labor Day weekend, we will be camping at the Johnson County
Campgrounds and we would love to have you come down and camp or just come Saturday for
a pitch-In around noon. Bring your meat to cook on the grill and a dish to share. The more the
merrier. If you want to camp, the campsites are only $25.00 per day so make your reservations
and join us for some fun.
Happy Summer everyone and remember is all about having fun!

Paula and Joe Swift
Assistant District Directors
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Hello IN District and Friends,
We personally don’t know how our lives could be any better, or maybe how empty our lives
would be without this organization and the people that we have grown close to. If you are one of
those members that say they don’t want anything to do with the district or to attend any rallies or
say, “been there and done it”, every Rally that we have attended is different than the last and
even if it were exactly the same, if we didn’t go we would miss seeing all of that extended family
that we have grown so close to over the years.
Several years ago, we joined this organization because we happened to buy a Gold Wing
motorcycle. After a few years we found our Chapter and started getting involved with its
members. Shortly thereafter, we started attending some of the Rally’s District and then Region,
becoming acquainted with the members in other Chapters and have become close to us. Our
circle of friends grew larger and larger. The rides and rallies we were participating in involved
more and more people.
You might be asking yourself how you too can make friends that become as close as family. The
answer, start attending your local Rally's and meet new friends. Then you too will find that the
most enjoyable ride you will take doesn't happen while you are going down the road, but while
you are sitting around a camp fire enjoying the conversations that you have with your new found
friends.
Remember GWRRA members, what you put into this organization is what you will get out of it.
Carol & Gary Meyerholtz
Indiana District MEC
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Events
Event

Host

Where

When

IL Winter Warmup

Illinois District

Springfield, IL

January 22-23, 2021

Spring Wing Warmup

Indiana District

Nashville, IN

May 21-22, 2021

Wing Ding 42

National

Springfield, MO

June 29-July 3, 2021
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