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DARN IT! The days are getting shorter and colder signaling another end to the formal riding
season. Chapters through out the District have completed their ride schedule and are planning
their holiday events. heavy sigh………….
BUT, what we thought was going to be a bust of a GWRRA year turned out to be interesting and
a lot of fun! For those who attended Winter Rendezvous, you’ll remember the fantastic time had
by all. The venue was gorgeous and the activities were plenty. We’ve had two, count’m two,
District rides. Both were well attended and both were a blast. We were able to get out with our
GWRRA extended family and spend some quality time with each other. We’ve been lucky to
have visited several Chapters, just to keep in touch and let everyone know we’re thinking about
them. We’ve gotten to ride with several other Chapters on their rides and have really enjoyed
spending a weekend with another Chapter’s members. While there has been no Wing Ding,
SWWU, or neighboring state rallies, we’ve been about to still put about 17,000 miles on the
bike. Riding has proven to be the perfect social distancing activity!
We do have some downer news to pass along. We’ve struggled mightily and have decided to
cancel Winter Rendezvous 2021. While we don’t have a crystal ball to see in the future,
everything we’ve researched points to the pandemic still going strong through early next year.
We just did not want to put our fantastic Indiana family in jeopardy of getting sick. We could not
figure out a way to make the Fourwinds venue Covid safe. We also couldn’t see a Winter
Rendezvous where masks would have to be worn by all. Two days of getting reconnected is not
worth the risk of our precious members contracting the virus. We hope you understand our
position and decision. Our hope is in February the pandemic is under control and our decision
is proven to have been hasty and way off base. We can live with that.
We’re still looking forward to Spring Wing Warm Up in Nashville May 21-22. If the unthinkable
happens and the virus is still plaguing us, we’ve got a plan to continue the rally in a different
format.
Until next time……..
Rick and Debbie Warmels
IN District Directors
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Do you carry a First Aid kit on your bike? If so, when is the last time you
took a look inside? Many riders carry kits which were purchased to meet
a perceived safety requirement, but if you don't know what your First Aid
kit contains you may be unpleasantly surprised if you ever need to use
it.
What passes for a First Aid kit from sources such as discount stores and
auto supply shops may be woefully short of what is needed in case of a
motorcycle accident.
Your First Aid kit needs to have a really good pair of scissors in it, to cut
away (thick) clothing. If you can't see the injured area, it's hard to figure out what is best to do.
Every rider should carry a pair (several pairs is best) of latex gloves to be used in case of an
accident where blood is spilled. Having them on your bike may allow persons who want to assist
you to make that decision without fear of contamination, as well as being available to you to
help someone else.
A good First Aid kit should have a number of triangle bandages in it, which can be easily made
from inexpensive muslin purchased at any fabric or discount department store. These pieces
should be large enough that you can make a sling from them or fold them to use as a pressurepoint type bandage or put them on a head injury to hold other bandages into place. Carrying a
minimum of three triangle bandages would be a good idea.
I've also seen very few kits that have anything like enough sterile gauze pads. If you need to put
pressure on a bleeding wound, you'll go through these items fast and will want enough to add
another clean one often. NOTE: Place a new gauze patch on top of an existing blood-soaked
patch in order to prevent tearing any existing clotting that has begun and reopening a wound.
Those who haven't taken a CPR or First Aid class in a while might be interested to know that the
American Heart Association guidelines on CPR have been changing gradually. All these courses
do strongly recommend that a person who is going to administer CPR have a barrier available
to protect them from the bodily fluids of the injured party. This may be a plastic gadget that looks
like a kitchen gripper, with a hole in it for a breathing tube, or a more sophisticated mask that
can keep a rescuer's face and lips away from the injured party while he or she breathes for the
person who's down. These items are inexpensive and are available at medical supply shops.
Most simple First Aid kits contain some kind of antiseptic ointment or cream. These can be
useful for minor sunburns or insect bites, but they should usually NOT be used on an serious
injury. When the medical folks start working on a wound, they don't want to wonder what has
already been applied to it.
Chuck and Chris Jacobs
Indiana District Educators
bluewing@bluemarble.net
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The official 2020 riding season for our local chapter will be in the history books by the time this
goes to print. We normally schedule rides between 4/1 and 10/31 and then hope for additional
riding days when the weather seems appropriate. Of course we all know that appropriate riding
weather means different things to different people.
So how did we manage things in 2020 since we all had to deal with that thing called COVID?
Did we just stop and say there was no reason to go on since we couldn’t do things like we
always have in the past? Or, did we instead just adapt to a reality that we might not have liked
and say we are bikers who would find a way to safely go places. I hope you too did the latter.
I know that chapter E events continued to occur even though they looked different. The
Thursday evening dinner rides often were to restaurants where we could eat outside and social
distance. A couple of those were in members’ back yards. A couple of those rides were like
tailgating events where we ended up in a parking lot, having brought our own chair in a bag and
our own food. One evening included a trip to a miniature golf course, which was outdoors.
What am I saying? We were still riding an hour to get to those places even though things were
‘different’ after we arrived.
Yes, traveling too was possible this year although it admittedly looked different. The Southern
Indiana Ride was a great example of being able to travel in the open air, socialize with fellow
Goldwingers (without hugging them), and find drive-thru restaurants where we could eat. The
Northern Indiana Chapters Progressive Ride seemed to allow the same, good roads to ride
while still trying to do it safely. Some people might have been leery about staying overnight in
motels but getting out on the roads to ride was still possible.
Friends, who are not riders, have often asked this past year about our riding or lack thereof.
Our natural response was to respond and say all the rallies that we would have attended have
been cancelled. I know I’ve responded saying we did not take a one, two, or three week trip this
summer. And then it has dawned on me that I was concentrating on where we did not ride
instead of thinking about where we did. I needed to refocus.
The first weekend of October was spent with twelve Goldwing friends on seven bikes and with
one four wheeler completing a three full days ride down through Indiana and into Kentucky and
Tennessee. The third weekend of October was spent with two friends and me traveling to
Pennsylvania on a five day trip just to enjoy riding the roads and the beautiful colors of fall. The
journey even included staying in tent units and enjoying the 28-30 degree temps when we got
up in the morning.
Where am I going with this? I just want to encourage my biker friends to refocus their thinking
during this time of COVID and begin thinking about the riding that WAS & IS possible instead of
immediately going to thoughts of rides that were not taken for one reason or another. It’s a
horrible thought to think some members may be tempted to start 2021 thinking they might as
well sell their bike since they’re not getting to ride it anyway.
We, like everyone else, can expect that we will be facing a new reality in the future. We, at the
same time, need to face the old and continuing reality that we love to ride motorcycles. Those
two concepts may not be as far apart as what we might have been tempted to believe during
2020. So let’s look forward to a new tomorrow and a new riding season in 2021.
Let’s not let what didn’t happen in 2020 dampen our spirits. Let’s plan for what
CAN happen in the upcoming year and just make whatever adjustments we need
to do to make sure we can travel safely, whether just on a day ride or on a longer
adventure.
Lonny & Karen Hunter
Assistant District Directors
Senior Advisers
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Lynn and Doug are in charge of the couple for the year for GWRRA in the northeast territory. In
the next year, we are going to be writing about the couple of the year program in your district
newsletter. We are going to work on making the northeast the territory stronger by getting the
information to the members about the couple of the year program. We are hoping to get more
couples involved in the district and international selection process by educating you on the
program and the steps thru the process. If you have any questions or concerns please feel free
to contact us by email at mepta.ne.gwrra@gmail.com. You can also find out more about the
couple of the year in the officer handbook. This month we are going to be talking about the COY
at the chapter level.
An Honor or a Responsibility? Being selected a Chapter Couple of the Year is an honor bestowed
on a deserving couple who has shown dedication and commitment to their Chapter.
Congratulations! You have been selected to be ambassadors and spokespersons for GWRRA,
which is quite an honor. Your fellow members feel you are extra special and so do we. You have
arrived at this point because of your continued involvement in and support of GWRRA, your
Chapter and District, and we wish to thank you for all that you have done. You might be asking
"So, now what do we do?” The best advice anyone can give you is to have fun and be yourself!
You will meet new people and make new friends. You will also form a special bond with your fellow
Couples of the Year. As the Couples progress, they are building their resumes. A Couple of the
Year may participate in the next level after three months in their current position in order to afford
them adequate time to participate, attend rallies or other events, and get to know other Couples
of the Year.
CHAPTER COUPLE OF THE YEAR Requirements • The Couple must consist of one male and
one female. • Both male and female must hold Individual or Family Membership in GWRRA. •
Membership must be valid through the conclusion of the term of the Chapter Couple of the Year
position they are seeking. • The Couple must have completed at least one-year membership in
GWRRA prior to being named Chapter Couple of the Year. • A Couple may not be selected as a
Chapter Couple of the Year in consecutive years. If a Chapter does not have a new Couple of the
Year to replace the current Couple, that Couple may continue to serve as the Chapter Couple for
a second term. However, they may only participate in the District Selection in the first year.
The announcement is made at a Chapter event, i.e., Christmas party, Fun Day, picnic, or regular
monthly gathering. Announcements should be celebratory and FUN. The Chapter Couple of the
Year becomes a member of the Chapter TEAM and should always be recognized at all Chapter
functions. Make the couple feel honored or special for being named chapter couple of the year.
Doug Kerst- (614)638-6389
Lynn Kerst- (614)638-6385
Team MEP Assistants-Northeast COY Coordinators
Ohio District ADD North central, COY/CHOY Coordinators, Webmaster
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Events
Event

Host

Where

When

IL Winter Warmup

Illinois District

Springfield, IL

January 22-23, 2021

Spring Wing Warmup

Indiana District

Nashville, IN

May 21-22, 2021

Wing Ding 42

National

Springfield, MO

June 29-July 3, 2021
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