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Well it’s official, the northern riding season has been
officially pooped on! Fort Wayne area had 3+ inches of
snow yesterday. Wa Wa……. At least we can read
about you Southern folks still getting out and riding.
While this year was a season of struggles, Indiana rose
to the occasion and overall the District had a GREAT
year. Chapters met (while some were outside) and rides
happened. They may not have been the types of
gatherings and rides we’re used to but we did get out
riding and socializing which put the rest of the craziness
on hold at least for a few hours. We also had several
Chapters grow by a few new members!
A couple of weeks ago we had a District Zoom meeting
where the 2021 District activities were discussed. There
is a copy of the minutes later in this newsletter. There is
one challenge I’m POSITIVE the District will embrace,
the Hoosier Ice Cream Trail! There will be a list coming
out in January listing 30 or so favorite ice cream places
from Chapters all over the state. The goal is to hit as many of them as possible next year with the
limit being whatever your pants will allow! There is also a BINGO game planned where you cross
of squares as you do various GW activities. It’s gonna be a lot of fun. We’re also planning a
Northern/Southern Camping/Ride In which will be in locations for both campers and hotelers to get
together and have some fun. Ed is planning a big District ride to Kentucky to ride 8 or so of their
active ferries (flyer later in this newsletter)! That’s gonna be a hoot! 2021 is shaping to be a great
year, we just have to be smart and get through these next few months.
Going into winter is typically a slower time for GWRRA but this year PLEASE bump up your
communications with your fellow Gold Wingers. Reach out to your buds with a call, email, text, or
Zoom just to let them know you’re thinking of them. It will do you both a world of good.
During the District Zooms, the winners of the 2020 District Scrabble Game were announced. D-2
in Fort Wayne swept the contest with Mike Nelson winning the 1st game and our very own Debbie
Warmels winning the second. Nine folks participated in game one and only 5 participated in the
second game. Congratulations to Mike and Debbie!
From the Warmels to the entire District, Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays to All!
Until next time……..
Rick and Debbie Warmels
IN District Directors
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2021 District Ferry Ride
June 3-6, 2021
District Fairy Ferry Ride – June 3-6
Come join us to ride 8 of 10 Operating Ferry’s in
Kentucky! Ed has a Fantastic Route Planned and
Lots of Fun Will Be Had!
Leaving Columbus, IN 3 June at 9:00 am.
Spending Thursday Night in Wilder, KY; Friday
Night Campbellsville, KY; and Saturday Ending in
Corydon, IN.
Hotel/Ride Details Forthcoming!
Contact Ed Feldt, IN Ride Coordinator, at 765.412.4162 or elf46@comcast.net

Hello everyone!
Jay and I hope you are enjoying the beautiful fall weather. At least most of the time it is beautiful.
There may be some good riding days still to come…
The GWRRA University is working hard to provide a full slate of interesting and informative classes
for the coming year. The on-line classes were a huge success this year and will start up again
early next year so be looking for the schedule of classes soon.
The GWRRA 101 class was introduced earlier this year. For those of us who have been in GW for
awhile would remember attending the OCP (Officers Certification Program) and the Horizon class.
The GWRRA 101 class is similar to those. It would benefit those who are officers now and who
are considering becoming an officer. Attending this class does not mean you are committing to be
an officer. There is a lot of good info for any member wanting to join the class. Watch for this
class on the schedule for next year.
Don’t forget to check out the Officers Handbook. It has been recently revised and contains great
explanations of the various officer positions in GWRRA. This can be found on the gwrra.org
website. It would be good for all District and Chapter officers to take a look at this to be sure what
the positions entail.
It has been mentioned many times, but be sure to check out the Insight Newletters that are on the
website. This is where you can get the latest information on a variety of areas of GW, plus
“borrow” some ideas from other members to use with your chapter.
You are all encouraged to get on the gwrra.org website and do some exploring. You will find all
sorts of info and resources to enhance your membership with GWRRA.
HAPPY THANKSGIVING !
Harriet and Jay
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Cold Weather Riding Tips
Being too cold can lead to shivering,
exhaustion, confusion, memory loss, slurred
speech, drowsiness, low energy, slow reaction
times, and stiff and sore joints. None of these is
advisable for a rider to stay safe.
Riders who don’t prepare for the cold are a
danger to themselves and others. Warm and
comfortable riders are more alert, suppler,
better able to deal with emergency situations
and therefore safer road users.
Motorcycle and outdoor outfitter stores sell a
wide range of thermal underwear which is thin
but effective. It will keep you warm without
having to put on several layers of bulky clothing and limit your free movement.
Today’s riding gear features materials that keep you warm without having to be extra bulky. Good
quality textile gear is usually warmer than leather. A nice leather jacket may cut the wind, but the
leather can get cold and stiff. Make sure the sleeve, neck and ankles can be tightly closed as the
wind and cold can get in.
You can wear the warmest jacket and pants, but if you’re extremities are still cold, you will not be
able to work the levers properly. Get good quality winter gloves and wear warm, woolen socks to
keep you fingers and toes from going numb. Just because gloves are thick doesn’t mean they are
warmer.
We can all brave a quick ride home in near-freezing temperatures, but a long ride in the cold will
numb your fingers and toes which is dangerous to you and other road users. Stop frequently, have
a warm drink and thaw out the extremities. Find public toilets with hand blow dryers which will
quickly thaw out your fingers. If you are constantly shivering, pulling over for just a couple of
minutes and move around briskly to get your blood pumping.
Even fine mist can soak your clothing and amplify the effects of wind chill, so consider wearing a
waterproof layer or at least spraying your gear with water repellant.
When we’re cold we don’t feel as thirsty as when we are hot, so there is a tendency to not drink
enough. That can lead to fatigue, so stay hydrated.
Our metabolism slows when we are cold so we start to shiver to create internal heat. Good
nutrition helps keep you warm as your body heats up to burn calories. Eat food loaded with
nutrients, antioxidants, and immune-boosting powers to fight off the cold. Carbohydrates, fruit,
soup, ginger and spicy foods are particularly good. Hot foods tend to make you feel warmer, but a
piece of fruit can be just as effective.
Chuck and Chris Jacobs
Indiana District Educators
bluewing@bluemarble.net
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2020 Fall District Meeting Notes
7 November 2020
On 7 November, three Zoom calls were conducted in lieu of a face-to-face Fall
District Meeting. In total, 59 people attended across all three Zooms. All but five
Indiana Chapters were represented.

(sorry forgot 1st Zoom!)
�

Introduction of New District Staff - Mike and Jinger Kaufman, Chapter U,
were introduced as the new District Treasurers. They are replacing Deb and
Bob Caldwell at the end of the year. A hearty thank you was given to Deb and
Bob for their decades of being on the District Staff

�

District Director yammered on thanking Chapters for timely payment of their
Charter Fees and asking Chapters to get their year-end financial reports done
as early in January as possible. A reminder was given to send the financial
reports to Mike and Jinger as new treasurers. CD’s have since been provided
their contact information.

�

District Director talked about 2020 successes in spite of the pandemic.
Examples were Winter Rendezvous, Southern Ride In, Northern Progressive
Chapter Ride, and District Scrabble contest.

�

District Director requested Chapters send in their ride and events for posting
on District FaceBook page, Indiana On Wings, and Group Works. Pictures of
your event/ride were also requested so they could be posted on FaceBook to
show prospective members all that is happening in Indiana GWRRA.

1

Hello everyone,
Well the year is soon coming to an end, and while a lot of activities were cancelled due to the
corona virus we did manage to get in two district rides. The first ride was in the southern portion of
the state and the second covered the northern part of the state. Both were well attended and I
would like to thank all who helped. Also, would especially like to thank those that participated and
made them a success.
And as you may have already heard it has been decided to cancel our ‘Winter Rendezvous’, but
don’t despair we still plan to have Spring Wing Warm Up. There will be several rides available,
anywhere from 2 hour to all day. We are also planning to have some campground activities. The
dates are Friday and Saturday May 21st, 22nd. So be sure and mark those dates. Along with
SWWU we are planning to have a district ride. The ride will take us down thru Kentucky where we
will cross 8 of the 10 operating ferry’s in Kentucky. It will start in Columbus, In. June 3rd and end
June 5th in Corydon In. You may do all or any part of the ride. So, mark these dates as well. More
info will be made available as the dates draw nearer.
Ed and Linda Feldt
Indiana District Ride Coordinators

Well here it is, already November and so far, it has been a wonderful start to fall. Temperatures are
higher than average, not much rain and a lot of beautiful fall colors to enjoy. Hopefully you have
been able to get out and ride and enjoy it.
We have camped just as long as we are able to or the campgrounds would let us, and we finally
had to winterize the RV. What a sad day it was. We have truly enjoyed traveling to and exploring
some new parts of Indiana and Ohio and I am already planning next year’s weekend getaways. I
hear they may even be an Indiana District Camping Weekend being planned!! Keep your eyes and
ears open.
On Saturday, November 7th, we completed the first ever Indiana District Fall Zoom Meeting and it
went so much smoother than I thought it would. Rick and Debbie kept it short and sweet and we
even played some games yet we got a lot of good information. Thanks to all who signed in for it. I
do think I am beginning to like Zoom calls and meetings.
Now I am looking forward to the holidays. We will be celebrating Thanksgiving at my Nieces house
in Noblesville and then my nephew is coming home from Florida for Christmas and I can’t wait. I
haven’t seen him for 5 years. I love Christmas and I am one of the biggest kids on Christmas
morning. I get up at 3:00 a.m. and head to the tree to turn on the lights then I get a cup of coffee
and just enjoy. I used to call all my sisters when they had little ones and wake them up at 3:00 a.m.
so we could all get together sooner. This year will be just as special with my nephew home.
Christmas dinner will be at our house so the whole family will be here celebrating. I have got to get
the 4 trees up and decorated, bake cookies and go shopping. Watch out, here I come!!
Joe and I would like to wish all of the members of GWRRA and your families a Happy
Thanksgiving and a Merry Christmas.
Paula and Joe Swift
ADD Southern Indiana
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Events
Event

Host

Where

When

Spring Wing Warmup

Indiana District

Nashville, IN

May 21-22, 2021

Wing Ding 42

National

Springfield, MO

June 29-July 3, 2021
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